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Witches are said to have magical powers. They often use these magical powers to cast spells over others. 
In early modern times, it was common to blame witches for bad luck and misfortune. “Witch trials”, events 

where local citizens were accused of practicing witchcraft and put on trial before the community, were
 held in towns across Europe and the early United States. Currently, we imagine witches as wearing pointy

 hats and black, ragged robes, and spending their time riding broomsticks, keeping black cats as pets, 
and concocting magic potions over large cauldrons.

WITCHES

QUIZ

  FAMOUS WITCHES: LOCAL FOLKLORE:

1) Write up a witch recipe! What kids of ingredients would you put in a potion that would. . .

cast a love spell?_______________________________________________________________________

help your friend study for a test?__________________________________________________________

make your room clean itself?______________________________________________________________

2) The popular idea of a witch cooking her potions in a cauldron most likely comes from. . .

   a) A play by William Shakespeare

   b) A popular book series about witches

   c) My next-door neighbor

3) Can you think of any more famous phrases, articles of clothing, or actions 
you associate with witches? What are they? Where have you seen them before? _______________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

 

                     The Witches of Macbeth
The image of witches cooking up potions in a cauldron comes
from. . . Shakespeare? Most likely. The famous phrase “double, 
double,toil and trouble” is spoken by a trio of witches in William
Shakespeare‛s Macbeth, as the characters stand over a 
bubbling cauldron,mixing a magic potion. Many of Shakespeare‛s
plays incorporate themes of magic. In fact, many actors and
directors consider the play Macbeth to be cursed, and will not
say its name while in a theater.            The Salem Witch Trials

This was local, but wasn‛t folklore- it actually
 happened. In 1692, the town of Salem, 
Massachusetts wnt on one of the most famous
witch hunts in history, where townspeople began
accusing one another of performing witchcraft
that caused three teen girls in the town to
become “posessed”. During the chaotic trial,
many citizens were put in jail or executed
because they could not prove that they weren‛t
responsible for the supposed witchcraft. The
Salem witch trials are often used as an example
of how dangerous a mob mentality can be.

went on one of the most famous

kinds of ingredients would you put in a potion that would. . .
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